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SYNOPSIS

After fighting as an Israeli soldier in the 1973 war, and troubled by the nation's obsessive mixing
of the Bible with politics, the filmmaker left for America, which he considered a "safe haven"
because of its separation between church and state. Thirty-five years later, alarmed by the
prominent role of religion in the 2008 American presidential campaign, he decides to make a road
trip, to try and understand the phenomenon.

Rather than follow the candidates, however, Ziv decides to meet with religious activists
supporting the Democratic and Republican candidates. From the lowa Caucus and the New
Hampshire and South Carolina primaries to Super Tuesday in Oklahoma, JESUS POLITICS
shows the efforts of Baptist activists for Obama, Catholics and evangelicals for McCain, Christian
conservatives for Huckabee, as well as the political efforts of evangelical organizations such as
Christians United for Israel.

Through archival footage and discussions with author and theology historian Randall Balmer
(God in the White House) and Moral Majority cofounder Paul Weyrich, the film also provides a
historical overview of religion in American politics, from the Great Awakening religious revivals in
the 18th and 19th centuries, through 1960 when JFK asked voters to disregard his Catholic faith,
through the rise of Jimmy Carter in 1976 as a "born again" politician, and the more recent rise of
the Religious New Right, and its political activism around the issues of abortion and
homosexuality.

JESUS POLITICS explores themes including the social role of the church in the African-American
community, the religious rhetoric of the candidates and their sometimes controversial
associations with religious leaders, how moral issues such as abortion became political weapons,
and how biblical interpretation is used to validate political beliefs.

Filmed across 4000 miles and seventeen states, in JESUS POLITICS Ziv weaves an historically
informed but thoroughly contemporary cinematic essay, a probing look at how deeply religious
faith shapes 21st cenury American politics.




Huckabee Supporters
Anita L. Staver In Florida

McCain Supporters
Maureen Mooney with llan Ziv McCain headquarters
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Rev Helen Seenster, Obama supporter Barack Obama



Israel, the West Bank
Rabbi Yoel Bin Nun llan Ziv facing Jericho

Religious reenactors in Kentucky Cory Burnell



llan Ziv was born in Israel in 1950 and came to the United States after fighting in the Yom Kippur
(The October) War in 1973. llan Ziv is a graduate of New York University film school, and in 1978
he co-produced New York's first Middle East Film Festival. That same year he founded Icarus
Films, an educational film distribution company, which he left in 1980 in order devote himself to
making documentary films, and since then he has directed dozens of documentaries dealing
broadly with issues of human rights and investigations of contemporary history.

His most recent film Six Days, 1967: the War that changed the Middle East. opened last year
theatrically in NY and was broadcast last summer around the world ( PBS (US), ARTE (France
Germany) , RAI (Italy) Radio Canada ( Canada), Channel 10 (Israel), SBS (Australia) and many
other countries . The film has been hailed by critics.

“...helmet llan Ziv provides invaluable perspective and fresh insights while offering an
enlightening history lesson with the narrative momentum of an engrossing drama” -
Variety .

“Six Days gives the Battle of Algiers , arun for its money “ -Time out

His other critically-acclaimed films have included On the Edge of Peace (1995); Tango of Slaves
(1994); and Human Weapon(2002) hailed by the New York Times as “gripping and important”.
and Junction (2006) hailed by the Village Voice as “wrenching”. “ llan Ziv, wrote The Jewish
Week is one of the most insightful and inventive documentary directors to emerge from
Israel .His films have been broadcast by leading television networks and presented in film
festivals around the world. Accolades include the Prix Europa (Europe highest television award),
Silver Nymph and International Jury Award in Monte Carlo, Cine Eagle and an Emmy in the
United States. The Best Documentary Award at Israel's Haifa International Film Festival.

llan Ziv has been a pioneer in the United States of developing a new kind of television
documentaries where ordinary people working in collaboration with professionals are producing
personal records of their lives Ilan Ziv produced and co produced “Video Diaries” with the BBC ,
ARD , Israeli Television, IKON (Dutch TV), PBS (US) and Channel 4 in the UK. Some of these
unigue documentaries premiered in int’l film festivals including Sundance.
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