
In 1988, nearly a decade after leaving the US for France, renegade filmmaker 

Robert Kramer returns. “Back,” he emphasizes. Not “home.” To try to understand 

the contemporary United States, he decides to travel the entire length of Route 1, 

from the Canadian border to Key West, filming all the way for five months. 

We are treated to a series of stops along the  way—an Indian reserve in Maine, 

Walden Pond, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC, a Georgia diner, 

Thanksgiving dinner at a homeless shelter, and evangelical churches that preach 

the “truth” about the anti-apartheid movement and the dangers of Disney. There 

are plenty of characters along the way too, and appearances by televangelist Pat 

Robertson and Jesse Jackson, as they campaign for president. 

ROUTE ONE/USA was shot more than 30 years ago, but it feels remarkably 

contemporary in its portrayal of many of the racial, social, and economic challenges 

America continues to face. 
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A LANDMARK OF AMERICAN INDIE CINEMA
NEWLY RESTORED AND RE-DIGITIZED!

“ENDLESSLY FASCINATING. AN EXTRAORDINARY, FLUIDLY SHAPED 

MOSAIC OF THE FRAGMENTED POCKETS OF AMERICAN LIFE THAT 

TOGETHER COMPOSE THE MAINSTREAM.”
—THE NEW YORK TIMES

ROUTE ONE/USA
A film by Robert Kramer • An Icarus Films Release

United States • 1989 / Restored 2019
255 Minutes • Color • Stereo Two-disc Set • English • 

SRP: $32.98 / UPC: 8-54565-00324-8
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“[INVESTS CREATIVE ENERGY] IN DISCOVERING THE 

RHYMES AND RHYTHMS OF AMERICAN LIFE.”
—THE VILLAGE VOICE

“ON THE EDGE OF DOCUMENTARY AND FICTION BY THE LATE 

’60S, THE LIMINAL SPACE BETWEEN THESE TWO CINEMATIC 

REALMS WAS FERTILE GROUND FOR EXPLORATION,

AND KRAMER WAS AT THE VANGUARD.”
—ARTFORUM

“THE CENTRAL CONCERN OF ROBERT KRAMER’S
CINEMA—HOW TO RECONCILE THE PERSONAL AND

THE POLITICAL, OR IN OTHER WORDS, HOW TO LIVE

A MEANINGFUL LIFE—IS A TIMELESS ONE.”
—LOS ANGELES TIMES

• RE-RELEASED IN MOST MAJOR MARKETS IN 2020

• INCLUDES AN 8-PAGE BOOKLET WITH

AN ESSAY ABOUT ROBERT KRAMER


