
Cannes Film Festival prize winner 
for Best Documentary, master 
filmmaker Patricio Guzmán’s The 
Cordillera of Dreams completes his 
trilogy (with Nostalgia for the Light 
and The Pearl Button) investigating 
the relationship between historical 

memory, political trauma, and geography in his native Chile. Focusing on the imposing 
landscape of the Andes that run the length of the country’s Eastern border, at once 
isolating and magisterial, the Cordillera serves as an enigmatic focal point around 
which Guzmán contemplates the enduring legacy of the 1973 military coup d’état. 

Along the way, Guzmán interviews artists, writers, and documentarians, collecting 
their conflicted feelings towards the Cordillera and its relationship to Chilean national 
identity and history. Among the interviewees are Vincente Gajardo and Francisco 
Gazitúa, sculptors who draw from the raw materials of the Cordillera to produce their 
artwork. Jorge Baradoit, a writer of history and fiction, discusses the continuation of 
Pinochet’s project in the social and economic structure of contemporary Chile. The 
film’s prominent moral voice is Pablo Salas, a filmmaker and archivist who has worked 
since the 1980s to document acts of political resistance and state violence.

Looking at the past and future, Guzmán’s work rescues Chile from historical amnesia. 
While the Cordillera forms an omnipresent backdrop to the Chilean landscape, much of 
it is privately owned and inaccessible mirror the country’s severe economic inequality. 
Unflinching in its presentation of today’s Chile, The Cordillera of Dreams moves beyond 
despair and looks towards the possibilities of political change.
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FROM INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DIRECTOR OF
THE BATTLE OF CHILE AND NOSTALGIA FOR THE LIGHT !

THE CORDILLERA OF DREAMS
A film by Patricio Guzmán • Produced by Renate Sachse • An Icarus Films Release

2019 • 85 minutes • Color • in Spanish with English subtitles
DVD SRP: $29.98 / UPC: 8-54565-00302-6 • BLU-RAY SRP: $34.98 / UPC: 8-54565-00327-9

SPECIAL FEATURES DVD/BD:
• An Interview with Patricio Guzmán • Short Doc on Guzmán’s Films
• Short making of video • Additional deleted scenes and interviews

“BEAUTIFUL FILM ABOUT NIGHTMARES THAT HAVE YET TO END.”
-Glenn Kenny, THE NEW YORK TIMES
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“COMPELLING AND REVELATORY!”
-Jonathan Romney, FILM COMMENT MAGAZINE

“A STUNNING ACHIEVEMENT.”
-Jessica Kiang, VARIETY

“DEEPLY BEAUTIFUL AND VERY DEEPLY 
FELT...ONE OF THE WORLD’S FINEST 

WORKING FILMMAKERS.”
-THE BOSTON GLOBE

THEATRICALLY RELEASED IN MOST MAJOR MARKETS

“IMMENSELY PERSONAL AND PROFOUNDLY MOVING.”
-Joshua Brunsting, CRITERION CAST


