


Synopsis 
 

 
 

 Dust is everywhere and ever-present. A conglomeration of the smallest particles, dust nestles 

in carpets and in attics. It invades laboratories and settles on artworks. It is blown into the air from 

factory smokestacks and resides in every raindrop. It is fought and cleared away, but in this 

Sisyphean task, dust is set in motion and returns even as it is being removed.  

 

DUST examines the myriad forms and pathways of dust. It pursues dust to the places where it settles 

and meets the people who contend with it. Armies of cleaning men and women, manufacturers of 

vacuum cleaners and air cleansing products, housewives, toxic waste disposal workers, and museum 

custodians. 

 

In examining the many types of dust, including microscopic particulates invisible to the naked eye, 

DUST hears from a variety of scientists—botanists, biologists, meteorologists, and astronomers—

who investigate the environmental and health consequences of dust, from Sahara sandstorms and 

the Oklahoma dust bowl of the Thirties to the toxic dust generated by the 9/11 demolition of the WTC 

towers. 

 

The phenomenological, philosophical and even artistic aspects of the culture of dust are also 

explored in interviews with artists and collectors. By closely examining a subject that surrounds us in 

our daily lives, but to which we rarely pay serious attention, DUST provides us with a new 

appreciation of the many ways in which dust affects our bodies, our environment, and even the 

cosmos. 

 

Indeed, by enabling us to take such a close look at particles often invisible to the naked eye, DUST 

offers us a fresh, new way to see the entire world. 
 
 



Festivals & Awards 
 
 

 
 
 

World premiere at the Venice Film Festival / Orizzonti Competition 2007, Italy 

Vancouver International Film Festival 2007, Canada 

Viennale 2007, Austria 

Hofer Filmtage 2007, Germany 

DOK Leipzig 2007, Germany 

DOKMA Maribor 2007, Slovenia 

International Filmfest Braunschweig 2007, Germany 

Sheffield International Documentary Festival 2007, UK 

Leeds International Film Festival 2007, UK 

Kasseler Dokumentarfilm- & Videofest 2007, Germany 

Filmmaker Film Festival Milano 2007, Italy 

Solothurner Filmtage 2008, Switzerland 

DocPoint Helsinki 2008, Finland 

Rotterdam IFF 2008, Netherlands 

Göteborg IFF 2008, Sweden 

Cinéma du Réel Paris 2008, France 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Visions Award 
for a Feature-Length Film 

dox Copenhagen 
2007 



Review Exerpts 
 
"An unlikely but erudite documentary about the most ordinary subject imaginable. Bitomsky's dense, 

quicksilver voiceover, sense of philosophical depth, healthy good humor and wry intellectual poetry 

make this journey from microscopic to macrocosmic a meditation on the splendor of the futility of  

existence." 

 

– Film Comment 
 

  

"Bitomsky perceives his subject as one of nature's 'undefeatable' enemies, and yet one of its most 

fascinating. plunges into a deeply philosophical area regarding the ontology of dust-what it 

symbolizes and represents for mankind, and what it tells us about the nature of our world." 

 

– Nathan Southern, All Movie Guide  

 

 

"Underlines how a very narrow focus can broaden one's perspective in the most powerful sense of 

the word. DUST is brilliant, be it as a philosophical reflection, an aesthetic portrayal, or a concrete 

educational lesson. It is a film, which, like Bitomsky's other works, bears its greatness in both the  

coolly perceptive and the poetically invisible." 

 

– DOX International Documentary Film Festival Program  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Director’s Statement 
 

A speck of dust is just about perceptible to the naked eye. It's the smallest visible subject a film can 

be about – it's a medium of disappearance and a criteria of perception. Wherever we go, it has 

already beaten us; wherever we turn, it follows us. It is our past, our present and our future. It is 

universal and has a name in every language. It keeps housewives busy, as well as scientists, 

inventors, artists and entire industrial branches. It is blamed for feeding vermin and causing illness. It 

takes ownership of our possessions, it penetrates laboratories, it creates planets and galaxies. We're 

surrounded by it, it gets inside us, we shed it... It nestles right into the despair of its own existence. 

 

 
 
Director’s Biography  
 
 
Hartmut Bitomsky (b. May 10, 1942) is a writer and essayist, film director and producer. He received 

his education at the Free Unversity Berlin where he studied German Philology and Theater from 1962 

to 1966. He finished his studies at the Berlin Film Academy in 1968. 

 

For more than ten years since 1973 he was co-publisher and co-editor of the renowned German 

magazine "Filmkritik". He has written books and articles on film theory and film history and was also 

the editor of the German translation of André Bazin`s "What Is Cinema?" in 1975. 

 

In 1975 he founded his own film production company, Big Sky Film, which has produced most of his 

projects. Up to now he has directed and to some extent also produced  more than 40 (mostly 

documentary) films, and his work has been shown at film festivals in Amsterdam, Berlin, Edinburgh, 

Hong Kong, Leningrad, London, Marseille, Melbourne, Montreal, Los Angeles, New Delhi, Rotterdam, 



Seoul, Singapore, Tokyo, Venice, Vienna and many other places. Among the awards he has won is 

the acclaimed "Grimme Award in Gold"  for the film "Reichsautobahn" in 1987. 

 

Since 1975 he has taught at the Hochschule für Fernsehen und Film, München, at the Free 

University, Berlin and at the Film Academy, Berlin. In 1993 he moved to Los Angeles and served at 

the California Institute of the Arts as Dean of the School of Film/Video till 2002. He taught courses in 

Film Direction, Documentary Production and related topics. Since 2006, Hartmut Bitomsky has 

headed the Deutsche Film- und Fernsehakademie Berlin (dffb). 

 

His last feature-length documentary film about the B-52 bomber, shot in the U. S., Germany and 

Vietnam, premiered in February 2001 at the Berlin Film Festival. The film had theatrical distribution in 

Germany and Japan and has been screened all over the world.  

 

His work was honored in the year 2000 by the retrospective “A Tribute to Hartmut Bitomsky“ at the 

Vienna International Film Festival. He is a member of the German-American Film Society and a 

Fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation. 

 
 
 

Director’s Filmography (selection) 
 
1970 DIE TEILUNG ALLER TAGE (THE DIVISION OF EVERY DAY)   
Instructional film on economy. Written, directed and produced with Harun Farocki. 16mm, b&w,  
33 mins. 
 
1971 EINE SACHE, DIE SICH VERSTEHT (A MATTER THAT´S UNDERSTOOD)  
Instructional film on economy. Written, directed and produced with Harun Farocki. 16mm, b&w,  
64 mins. 
 
1974 CALL GIRLS 
Short feature film. Written, directed and produced. 16mm, color, 9 mins. 
 
1975 AUF BIEGEN ODER BRECHEN (BY HOOK OR CROOK).  
Feature film. Written, directed and produced. 35mm, color, 94 mins. 
 
1976 HUMPHREY JENNINGS (REPORT ON AN ENGLISH FILMMAKER) 
Documentary film. Written and directed with Angelika Wittlich. 16mm, color, 67 mins. 
 
1976 DER SCHAUPLATZ DES KRIEGES - DAS KINO VON JOHN FORD 
(THE THEATRE OF WAR - THE CINEMA OF JOHN FORD) 
TV documentary. Written and directed. Video tape, color, 91 mins. 
 
1977 DIE KARAWANE DER WÖRTER (A CARAVAN OF WORDS) 
TV feature film in 2 parts. Written, directed and produced. 16mm, color, 180 mins. 
 
1978 DIE KULTUR REVUE (A CULTURAL REVUE) 



TV documentary film in 4 parts. Written, directed and co-produced. Video tape, color, 
175 mins. 
 
1980/81  HIGHWAY 40 WEST - REISE IN AMERIKA (HIGHWAY 40 WEST - VOYAGE IN AMERICA) 
Documentary film. Written, directed and produced. 35mm, color, 180 mins. 
 
1983 DEUTSCHLANDBILDER (IMAGES OF GERMANY/GERMAN PICTURES) 
Documentary film. Written, directed, edited and produced with Heiner Mühlenbrock. 35mm, b&w,  
58 mins. 
 
1985 REICHSAUTOBAHN (HIGHWAYS OF THE 3rd REICH) 
Documentary film. Written, directed, edited and produced. 35mm, b&w, 91 mins. 
 
1988 DAS KINO UND DER TOD (CINEMA AND DEATH) 
Documentary film. Written, directed and produced. Video tape, color, 46 mins. 
 
1989 DER VW KOMPLEX (THE VW COMPLEX) 
Documentary film. Written, directed, edited and co-produced. 35mm, color, 91 mins. 
 
1991 DAS KINO UND DER WIND UND DIE PHOTOGRAPHIE 
(CINEMA AND WIND AND PHOTOGRAPHY - 7 Chapters on Documentary Films) 
Documentary film. Written, directed and produced. Video tape, color and b&w, 59 
mins. 
 
1991 KINO  FLÄCHEN  BUNKER 
Documentary film. Written, directed and produced. Video tape, color, 53 mins. 
 
1992 DIE UFA (UFA - A German Film Studio) 
Documentary film. Written, directed and produced. Video tape, color, 88 mins. 
 
1993 DIE UFA (2nd Version) 
Written, directed and produced. Video tape, color, 80 mins. 
 
1993 IMAGINÄRE ARCHITEKTUR. Der Baumeister Hans Scharoun 
Documentary film. Written, directed and produced. Video tape, color, 80 mins. 
 
1995 PLAYBACK 
Documentary Film. Written, directed, co-edited and co-produced. Video tape color and 
b&w, 80 mins. 
 
1997 B-52 Work in Progress 
Documentary Film. Written, directed, edited and produced. Video tape, color, 22 mins. 
 
2001 B-52 
Documentary Film. Written, directed, edited and co-produced. 35mm widescreen, color, 108 mins. 
 
 
Publications Hartmut Bitomsky (selection): 
 
THE KIND OF RED OF TECHNICOLOR - Actuality of films and reality of production (Die Röte des 
Rots von Technicolor. Filmrealität und Produktionswirklichkeit), Neuwied-Berlin 1972. 
 
Editing of and Introduction to THE SPIRIT OF FILM by Belá Balázs (Der Geist des Films), Frankfurt 
1972. 
 
German edition of WHAT IS CINEMA? by André Bazin (Qu´est-ce que c´est le cinéma?), Köln 1975. 
 



THE REALITY OF THE IMAGES – The Filmmaker Hartmut Bitomsky (Die Wirklichkeit der Bilder – 
Der Filmemacher Hartmut Bitomsky), Essen 1992. 
 
CINEMA TRUTH (Kinowahrheit), Berlin 2002. 
 
And numerous publications of essays, articles, criticism, etc. in different books, 
magazines, newspapers as well as on radio broadcast. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Credits 
 

Author and Director:   Hartmut Bitomsky 

Camera:    Kolja Raschke 

Sound:      Gerd Metz 

Editor:      Theo Bromin 
Co-Producer:    Werner Schweizer 

Hartmut Bitomsky 

Commissioning Editors:    Sabine Rollberg (WDR/ARTE) 

Jutta Krug (WDR) 

Urs Augstburger (SF DRS) 

Producer:    Heino Deckert 
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