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Established in 2013, Distrib Films brings the latest
French and European movies to the US.

The incredible and gripping true story of one of the most spectacular 
and audacious escapes of the 20th Century!

In the summer of 1979, following years careful of planning, two East 
German families attempt the impossible. In a makeshift hot-air balloon, 
the group risk their lives and fly the rickety craft towards West Germany 
with hopes of freedom and a better life. Unfortunately, the balloon 
crash-lands just before they reach the West German border and the 
Stasi soon discover evidence of the attempted escape. In a nerve-
wracking race against the clock, the two families must now rush to 
build a new escape balloon before the notorious Stasi can catch them.

“A NERVE-WINCHER, A CACKLING GOOD ESCAPE THRILLER!”
– NATIONAL REVIEW
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Based on true events of the famous
“East German balloon escape”

“(The Filmmakers) prove to be especially adept at 
contriving situations where anything anyone does 

causes fear, anxiety, stress and worry, leaving 
everyone, very much including the audience, existing 

on the knife’s edge of unremitting tension.”
– LOS ANGELES TIMES

“As spellbinding, taut and poignant as The Lives of 
Others. It will make you stand up and cheer!”

– NYC MOVIE GURU


